






For councils with above-average rates of incineration, there is a clear correlation between higher rates of 
incineration and lower recycling rates, based on DEFRA data.











Combined cycle 
power plant 

Incineration releases significantly more CO2 for every kWh exported to the 
electricity grid than the conventional use of fossil fuels, with the incineration 
of plastics being worse than coal
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Incinerator energy 
is 4x more carbon-
intensive than 
grid power and 
23x more than 
solar or wind.

Sources: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2021/02/04/energy-waste-plants-face-
scrutiny-carbon-emissions/ and https://ukwin.org.uk/files/pdf/UKWIN-2018-Incineration-
Climate-Change-Report.pdf. Photo by koushik das on Unsplash

”Incinerators 
produce 
low-carbon 
energy to power 
our homes.”
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